
Planning Seminar

What is planning? Who is it for? 
How do we get there?

Beverley Bunker & Genevieve McMahon



Today’s Learning Intentions
● I can describe the components of BC’s curriculum and 

how they work together.
● I can determine the purpose of a single lesson and 

write a learning intention to match.
● I can describe the concept of Backward Design. 

(Planning with the end in mind.)



Where to begin…?

WHO 
are you 

planning for?

WHAT 
do they need to be 

able to DO and 
KNOW?

HOW 
are you going to know they got 

there?

















Who is your Snurtch?
Use any  media of your choice (e.g. drawing app, video, song…) to answer the 
following questions:

● What might your Snurtch look like?
● When does your personal Snurtch make an appearance?

Share your Snurtch. You can share virtually using twitter and the hashtag 
#ubcbed2018 and/or with someone beside you.

● What do you notice about people’s Snurtches? What are some 
commonalities? What are some surprises?



Determining Purpose...

● Why might we read “The Snurtch” to students? 

● What might you have observed or noticed about your 

students while doing this activity?

● What might the story help students KNOW, DO, or 

UNDERSTAND?



Where to begin…?

WHO 
are you 

planning for?

WHAT 
do they need to be 

able to DO and 
KNOW?

HOW 
are you going to know they got 

there?



WHO are your students?
Getting to know your individual students and your class.

● Academic
● Social
● Physical
● Emotional

Getting to know them…

● Ice-breakers, team building, social observations (e.g. STEM and P.E.)
● Learning profiles, questionnaires, pre-assessments
● Reading and Math assessments, IEPs



WHAT  BC’s Revised Curriculum



Navigating the curriculum website...

What students 
need to 
KNOW

What students 
need to be 
able to DO



Learning Intentions 
(Wiliam, 2011)

● I can statements that support what we want students 
to know and do (i.e. learn)

● Give students a clear idea of where they need to go in 
language they understand

● Clarify our teaching focus
● Combine curricular competencies and content to help 

us assess learning standards



Examples: Grade 4
Purpose Learning Intention

English Language Arts
CC: Using comprehension strategies to make 
meaning...
Content: Reading & Metacognitive Strategies

I can make connections between a 
story and my own life experiences.

Fine Arts
CC: Expressing feelings in creative ways...
Content: Symbolism & Metaphor

I can show how I am feeling with a 
visual symbol or metaphor.

Core Competencies
Personal Awareness & Responsibility

I can show self-awareness of what I 
do when I am frustrated, angry, or 
upset.



Your Turn!
● In groups, choose Grade 1, 4, or 7 Arts Education.
● Select one curricular competency and one piece of 

content that seem to work together.
● Create a learning intention in the form of an “I can” 

statement to show the purpose of your lesson.
● Post it on our Padlet site: http://bit.ly/2xy7AbH 

http://bit.ly/2xy7AbH


HOW do you know they got there?
As yourself...

● What might your students do to demonstrate their understanding?
● How will students know that they have met the learning intention?

Focus on quality - not quantity or specific product.

Criteria:

● Support our learning intentions
● Give students a clear idea of what “meeting” the intention looks like
● Give students an opportunity to check their understanding - paves the 

path for meaningful self-assessment



Backward Design
Planning with the end in mind...
1. Who are your students? What do they need?
2. What’s your purpose?
3. How does this connect to curriculum?
4. What’s your learning intention?
5. How will you know when students have met this learning 

intention?
6. What are some possible activities that could support this learning?



Plans are nothing; 
planning is everything.

Dwight D. Eisenhower


